
Art & Design Vocabulary

Year 1 & Year 2 Year 3 & Year 4 Year 5 & Year 6

Painting brush (different sizes, thin, thick,

thinnest, thickest), mix, primary,

secondary, tints, tones, colour wheel

watercolour, brush (different sizes, thin,

thick, thinnest, thickest), primary, secondary,

tertiary, hue, bright, dull, light, dark, tint,

shade, shapes, textures, patterns, lines, mix,

washes, foreground, background, mood,

emotion, techniques, detail, complimentary,

contrasting, vivid, pale

brush (different sizes, thin, thick, thinnest, thickest),

primary, secondary, tertiary, hue, complimentary,

contrasting, vivid, pale, bright, dull, light, dark, tint,

shade, shapes, texture, pattern, line, mix, washes,

foreground, background, techniques, detail, sketch,

combine, colour, colour palette, natural, man-made,

watercolour, acrylic, tone (light, dark, lightest, darkest,

lighter, darker, shadows), brush techniques (dab, drag,

dribble, twist, sweep, swirl, stroke, scrumble, scratch,

press), texture (visual, tactile, rough, smooth, hard,

soft, furry, spiky, bumpy, ribbed, prickly, fluffy)

Collage materials, sort, arrange, mix, texture,

pinch, roll, press, pull, knead, fold,

bend, twist, cut, tear, join, stick, slot,

lash, bind, gather, stretch, rough,

smooth, hard, soft, furry, spiky,

bumpy, prickly, fluffy

select, arrange, materials, effect, precise,

coiling, overlapping, tessellation, mosaic,

montage, pinch, roll, press, pull, knead, fold,

bend, twist, cut, tear, join, stick, slot, lash,

bind, gather, stretch, texture (rough,

smooth, hard, soft, furry, spiky, bumpy,

ribbed, prickly, fluffy), raised, flat, crumpling,

creasing, pleating, scoring, fraying

mix, combine, ceramic, mosaic, materials, techniques,
select, arrange, effect, precise, accurate, coiling,
overlapping, tessellation, montage, pinch, roll, press,
pull, knead, fold, bend, twist, cut, tear, join, stick, slot,
lash, bind, gather, stretch, texture (visual, tactile,
rough, smooth, plain, patterned, hard, soft, furry,
spiky, bumpy, ribbed, prickly, fluffy), raised, flat,
crumpling, creasing, pleating, scoring, fraying

Sculpture shape, line, texture, materials,

techniques (roll, cut, mould, carve,

press, pinch, pull, join, stick)

create, combine, shapes, forms, texture,

feelings, expression, movement, materials,

detail, slip, blend, score, line, low/high relief,

create, combine, shapes, forms, texture, feelings,
expression, movement, materials, detail, slip, blend,
score, line, low/high relief, impress, freestanding, flat,
raised, techniques (roll, cut, mould, carve, press, pinch,



impress, freestanding, flat, raised,

techniques (roll, cut, mould, carve, press,

pinch, pull, join, stick)

pull, join, stick), proportions, abstract, interpretations,
shapes, texture, pattern, pinch, slab, coil

Drawing line (straight, jagged, zig-zag, wavy,

wiggly, bumpy, curved, curly, dotty,

soft, light, dark, heavy), size (thick,

thin), colour, pattern (repeat),

texture, tones (dark, light)

Pencil hardness (B- soft, H- hard, HB- hard

black), sketch, shade, light, shadow, line

(straight, jagged, zig-zag, wavy, wiggly,

bumpy, curved, curly, circular, broken,

dashed, dotty, soft, brushed, blurred,

smudged, light, faint, dark, heavy, hatched,

cross hatched), size (thick, thin), colour,

pattern (repeat), texture, tones (dark, light),

portrait, landscape

Pencil hardness (B- soft, H- hard, HB- hard black),
sketch, shade, light, shadow, line (straight, jagged,
zig-zag, wavy, wiggly, bumpy, curved, curly, circular,
broken, dashed, dotty, soft, brushed, blurred,
smudged, light, faint, dark, heavy, hatched, cross
hatched), size (thick, thin), colour, pattern (repeat),
texture, tones (dark, light), portrait, landscape,
reflections, shadows, direction of sunlight, movement,
perspective, shadows, reflection, realistic,
impressionistic

Print repeat, overlap, shapes, press, roll,

rub, stamp

repeat, overlap, shapes, press, roll, rub,

stamp, background, foreground, layers,

replicate, natural, manmade, patterns,

precise

repeat, overlap, shapes, press, roll, rub, stamp,
background, foreground, layers, replicate, natural,
manmade, patterns, precise, colour, fine detail

Textiles weave, pattern, join, materials, stitch,

plait, dip dye

weave, pattern, join, materials, stitch, plait,

dip dye, shape, cross stitch, back stitch,

fabric, quilt, pad, gather

weave, pattern, join, materials, stitch, plait, dip dye,
shape, cross stitch, back stitch, fabric, quilt, pad,
gather, techniques, batik, tie dye, decoration

Digital
Media

tools, textures, lines, tones, colours,

shapes, design

tools, textures, lines, tones, colours, shapes,

design images, video, sound

tools, textures, lines, tones, colours, shapes, design
images, video, sound, animation, still images,
installations, enhance


