
St Oswald’s CE Primary Schooland Nursery
JANUARY 2026

Message from the Headteacher, Mr A Hackley

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a very busy start to 2026 for everyone involved with St Oswald's. A
particular highlight was taking part in 'Young Voices' in Birmingham. The children
and staff involved had an amazing time and were very keen to share their
excitement and enjoyment back at school. Many thanks to the members of staff
who organised this and gave up their evening to attend.

I am also delighted to share an email we have received from Bridget Phillipson
the Secretary of State for Education congratulating the children and staff for the
excellent outcomes for our children at the end of Key Stage 2 last year. There are
many extremely positive comments in her message and it demonstrates our
commitment to every child achieving their very best.

Mr A Hackley

Inspire Embrace Succeed
“I came so that they may have life and life to its fullest”  John 

10:10

Christian Values Attendance and Attendance Awards

Our whole school attendance for the month of
January 92%

Our school target is 96%
'Treat older men as you would your father and 

younger men as your brothers. Treat older women 
as your mothers and younger women as your 

sisters.' 1 Timothy 5 V1-2

Time to reflect:
We always try to treat each other with respect in school. Are you respectful at 
home? Do you follow instructions? Do you speak politely to your family? Do you 
tidy your room when asked?
Think what a difference you can make to everyone around you just by being 
respectful. Make a special effort to be respectful at school and at home.

Reception                                       93%
Year 1                                              93%
Year 2                                              93%
Year 3                                              94%
Year 4                                              92% 
Year 5                                              91%
Year 6 93%

Attendance winners: Well Done to Year 4

DEFINITION OF SPIRITUALITY​

Spirituality at St Oswald’s is about making
meaningful connections. This can evoke positive
emotions within us such as: thankfulness, feeling at
peace, feelings of awe and wonder, contentment and a
sense of belonging to something bigger than ourselves.

Our main port of communication is via Arbor In-App Messages – please allow notifications on your device, to 

ensure you receive essential communication sent out. Emergency communication will still be via phone or text.



Diary Dates

UPCOMING EVENTS

Date and Time Event

Monday 9th February –
Friday 13th February 

Bikeability in school hours –
more information to follow.

Monday 16th February Half Term

Tuesday 24th February Y3 and Y5 Mosque Trip

Monday 23rd March Netball Tournament – Invite only

St Oswald’s CE Primary School Term Dates 2024/25

Autumn Term 2025

Spring Term 2026

Summer Term 2026

School reopens 8.35am Monday 13th April 2026

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2026

School closes 3.15pm Friday 23rd May 2026

Half term Monday 25th to Friday 29th May 2026

School reopens 8.35am Monday 1st June 2026

TED Day 4 Friday 19th June 2026

School closes 3.15pm Friday 17th July 2026

TED Day 5 Monday 20th July 2026

TED Day 3 Monday 5th January 2026

School reopens 8.35am Tuesday 6th January 2026

Half term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2026

School reopens 8.35am Monday 23rd February 2026

School closes 3.15pm Friday 27th March 2026

Date and Time Event

Wednesdays 
15.15-16.15

Netball Club Y4-5
Last session 11/02/2026

Thursdays 
15.15-16.15

Football club Y1-3
Last session 12/02/2026

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

TED Day 1 Monday 1st September 2025

TED Day 2 Tuesday 2nd September 2025

DoWMAT TED Day Wednesday 3rd September 2025

School reopens 8.35am Thursday 4th September 2025

Half term Monday 27th to Friday 31st October 2025

School reopens 8.35am Monday 3rd November 

School closes 3.15pm Friday 19th December 2025

St Oswald’s CE Primary School and Nursery

Sion Avenue, Kidderminster, DY10 2YL

T: 01562 751056
SMS: Arbor In-App Message (free)
E: office@stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk
W: www.stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk

Clubs for Spring 2 will go live on 
Friday 6th February

West Mercia Police are offering a free online session for parents and carers to 

help them better understand the risks of exploitation and online safety for 

children of all ages. Please help us promote this important opportunity to the 

families you work with.

Exploitation & Online Safety Session for Parents and Carers

Hosted by: West Mercia Police

Format: Free online event

Who it’s for: Parents, carers, and guardians of children and young people

Spotting the signs of exploitation

How to keep children safe online, 

The influence of online personalities and influencers

Useful, easy-to-follow safety tips that parents and carers can use straight 

away

Online safety (Child exploitation) session for parents and guardians Tickets, Fri 6 

Mar 2026 at 10:00 | Eventbrite

The session is suitable for those caring for children of any age and will provide 

reassurance as well as practical guidance Hello! I’m Mrs Tibbetts, an

organised individual who will be

joining St Oswalds CofE Primary

School very soon as an

Administrative Assistant - I am

very excited to meet you all!

I have over 9 years of experience

in fast-paced environments,

where I have developed a

reputation for being reliable and

tech-savvy. My mission is to

provide a friendly point of contact

for students, parents and staff.

When I'm not working, I enjoy

reading non-fictional mysteries or

exploring a new city with my

family.

mailto:office@stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk
http://www.stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15wPe8Lyz5GMFBTT3xhYA%3Fh%3DAmnhyCNIFYxvckjYrZvfoR9GGUOMLBdCXqFz4BLPhVU%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fonline-safety-child-exploitation-session-for-parents-and-guardians-tickets-1981838351860%3Faff%253Derelexpmlt&data=05%7C02%7CSThompson%40st-oswalds.dowmat.education%7C3cb15394466a4da4feaf08de5f5a163b%7Cdb3b2c9d54a648079ef65b69ed25d2a5%7C0%7C0%7C639053037707294646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pR0CHNHWv62wqNMysHwTWa%2F1Q83QRzOx2UhwZOjKBWM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15wPe8Lyz5GMFBTT3xhYA%3Fh%3DAmnhyCNIFYxvckjYrZvfoR9GGUOMLBdCXqFz4BLPhVU%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fonline-safety-child-exploitation-session-for-parents-and-guardians-tickets-1981838351860%3Faff%253Derelexpmlt&data=05%7C02%7CSThompson%40st-oswalds.dowmat.education%7C3cb15394466a4da4feaf08de5f5a163b%7Cdb3b2c9d54a648079ef65b69ed25d2a5%7C0%7C0%7C639053037707294646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pR0CHNHWv62wqNMysHwTWa%2F1Q83QRzOx2UhwZOjKBWM%3D&reserved=0


Inspire Embrace Succeed

Our Learning in Nursery

This month we have started off our new term with a new topic. This topic
focuses on nursery rhymes, so far, we have sung and planned activities for 'Row
your boat', 'I can sing a rainbow' and 'Look, there's a dinosaur.
The children have enjoyed being outside in the colder weather and have
explored in the ice and snow. In P.E this month we are focusing on our gross
motor skills and coordination. the children have been practising their throwing
and kicking so far.
In Maths time, we are learning all about the number 3 and number 4. This
includes subitising, counting, numeral recognition and introducing a triangle,
square and rectangle.
Our phonics sounds have been D, G, O and C.

We are also now having lots of interest in our nursery for the next school year.
If your child has a sibling and you would like them to attend our nursery, please
stop by after school pick up and we can go through our sessions. Children can
start in Nursery from 2 years 9 months (limited spaces available for this age
range).

Next month, we will be continuing with the same topic as well as having a 
whole week to make valentines crafts and surprises to take home before we 
break up for half term.

Our Learning in Reception Class

Our Learning in Year 1 Our Learning in Year 2

We have started 2026 off looking at stories with a repetitive nature. ‘On the 
way home’ has ignited the children’s imagination and they have all had a good 
go at retelling the story or creating their own versions of why Claire hurt her 
knee. We have also been familiarising ourselves with the story of the 
gingerbread man and thinking about goodies and baddies in stories we know 
and love. In maths we are continuing our learning on numbers from 1-5 and 
beyond, practising being able to see numbers in small groups (I can see 3 and 2 
more…5) We have also been exploring the days of the week, patterns and 3D 
shapes. We have also enjoyed taking our learning outside, especially in the 
snow! 

This month we have been learning about length in maths and applying it to 
everyday scenarios. In writing, we have been reading "The Crow's Tale" and so 
far have written a setting description about a valley in the winter. Our topic of 
Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole has continued, and the children have 
been researching about the conditions soldiers faced in hospitals during that 
time. In science, we have been investigating how the shapes of solid objects can 
be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.

The wintery weather this month provided the perfect opportunity for noticing 
seasonal change – a recurring theme in our science learning. We have looked 
closely at the signs of winter in our environment and compared this with what 
we observed in autumn. We also had fun in the snow! Our learning focus in 
geography is Australia. We have used an atlas to find out which continent 
Australia is in and which oceans it is between. In our writing lessons we are 
using 'Wombat Goes Walkabout' to develop our sentence writing and use more 
ambitious vocabulary. In maths, we are beginning a unit on addition and 
calculation strategies, focussing on finding more efficient ways to add and 
subtract numbers to 20.

Next month, we will be planning our narrative based on "The Crow's Tale" and 
the children will be focussing on using adjectives to add detail. In maths, we will 
be moving onto mass and applying the knowledge learnt to word problems. In 
guided reading, we will continue to read the book, "The Rainbow Bear" and 
answer questions about the text. In PE, we will continue our gymnastic unit 
developing the skills of high and low parts of the body when doing floorwork 
and when using the apparatus.

Next month, we will find out more about Australia, including its physical and 
human features. We will look at the city of Sydney. In our science lessons, we 
will sort and classify animals, using scientific language such as carnivore, 
mammal, nocturnal. We will produce a piece of extended story writing 
featuring some of the Australian animals we have learned about.

Next month, we will be continuing to learn new phonics sounds, explore more 
‘once upon a time’ stories and begin to think about measurements.
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Our Learning in Year 3

This month we have started our new unit in English based around the book 'The 
True Story of the 3 Little Pigs!' that explores the traditional tale from the 
perspective of a wolf with a cold. The children have been inspired by the text to 
write a diary entry as the wolf. In Maths, we have started our measurement 
units and looked at both length and mass. In Geography, we have been 
exploring rivers, being able to label them and identify rivers within the UK. In 
Science we have been learning about rocks and in RE we have been learning 
about Islam.

Next month, we will finish our topics on Victorians, evolution and Hinduism and 
complete Key Assessment tasks to demonstrate our learning. In maths, we will 
move on to learning about percentages. In art, we will learn about William 
Morris, particularly his wallpaper designs, before designing our own patterns 
inspired by nature. 

Our Learning in Year 4

Our Learning in Year 5 Our Learning in Year 6

This month we have been writing speeches about a social issue, such as 
homelessness. We have then performed these speeches to our friends, thinking 
about our expression and intonation to make them interesting to listen to. In 
maths we have read and interpreted line graphs as well as starting our fractions 
unit, building on what we learnt in Year 4. We have started learning about the 
Early Islamic Civilisation in History – whilst the Anglo Saxons in Britain were 
fighting for land and power, in Baghdad they were gaining all the knowledge 
they could!

This month, we have been learning about David Attenborough in English and 
wrote biographies about him. We will soon move on to learning about Greta 
Thunberg and writing persuasive speeches inspired by her. In maths, we have 
been learning about decimals, including how to multiply and divide them. In 
history we have started our topic on the Victorians and found out about the 
significant events that took place during this era and what Victorian society was 
like. In science we have been learning about evolution and in RE we have been 
learning about Hinduism.

This month we have been learning about the Ancient Egyptians in history. We 
have looked at Howard Carter and linked our history with our guided reading as 
we are reading Secrets of a Sun King by Emma Carrol. To help inspire our 
writing, we have started reading The Egyptian Cinderella.
This month saw the start of our swimming sessions. In maths we have been 
looked at long multiplication using the expanded column method and short 
division. The children have all been fantastic and making improvements each 
week. 

Next month, we will continue to create a 'rubbish dance' in PE – we are thinking 
about different ways that we can move to show different materials being 
recycled. In Science we will continue with our 'properties of materials' topic, 
focussing on how different materials act in different scenarios and how that 
makes them useful for making different products. In English we will use the 
short film 'The Present' as our stimulus for writing.

Next month, we will be continuing our unit in English, and the children will be 
planning and writing their own alternative fairy tales. In Maths, we will be 
finishing our unit on mass and start exploring volume. In Geography, we will be 
continuing our unit with more of a focus on mountains and coasts.

Next month, we will be learning more about the Egyptians, looking into 
mummification! In science we will be looking at some experiments to do with 
our unit of states of matter.
We will continue looking at the Secrets of a Sun King and The Egyptian 
Cinderella.
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Young Voices 2026

On Tuesday 13th January, 39 children and 4 very excited members of staff travelled to the BP Pulse Live Arena in Birmingham for Young 
Voices 2026! We had a fantastic afternoon working with the conductor, David Lawrence, to rehearse for our concert. There were 5180 
children from hundreds of schools who all came together to form one huge choir! We then ate a packed tea at the arena before watching 
the audience seats fill up. At 7pm it was concert time! We sang our favourite songs including a Sea Shanty Medley, a Wicked Medley and 
Power in Me. We especially enjoyed 'No Such Thing as Normal' because we got to make silly noises throughout it! A huge thank you to 
the staff who gave up their evening so that this fantastic trip could go ahead!
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Snow day…at school!

On Friday 9th January we had snow at school! The children who made it into school had a fantastic time having a snowman competition 
at break and lunchtime! There was also some lovely writing inspired by the snowy scenes outside the window.
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Wraparound Care Provisions
Wraparound care provisions is a fun, nurturing environment with a range of enrichment activities tailored to the 

needs of the children. The children have the choice of free play which builds lovely new friendships. We offer 

toys, games, technology, relaxation, reading, role-play, outside play (weather permitting) and lots of seasonal 

arts and craft activities for your young person to enjoy.

Booking and Cancelling Wraparound for All Children - Nursery to Year 6

All wraparound session are booked via Arbor, our parent portal: https://st-oswalds-primary-

school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index – you will find wraparound services under clubs and payment is due at the 

time of booking also through Arbor. If for any reason you need to cancel the session, you can do this on Arbor 

by cancelling before the days cut off time of 12 midday for After School Club the same day and Breakfast Club 

for the following day. This will give you a full refund.

Universal Credit and Nursery Funded Hours

We are more than happy to supply a letter of evidence of your child’s attendance at wraparound. Our schools 

URN number is 144456, should you need to provide this. Funded hours for Nursey can also be used on 

wraparound care. Please contact us on office@stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk should you need assistance. For more 

information please take a look at the Government website to assist with funding childcare up to 11 years 

old: https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare

Late School Pick Up: If your child is still on school premises at 3.25pm, they will be taken across to after 

school club, where an admin charge of £4 will be added to the usual ASC charges.

Late Collection Fee: If your child is not collected by 5.30pm, when ASC closes, this is charged at £5.10 for 

every 5 minutes after. If you have booked for a 4.30pm collection and arrive after this time, you will be charged 

the 5.30pm cost (an additional £3.60) plus the admin fee of £4.

Unattended Booked Sessions (eg due to illness) will still be charged unless 24 hours notice has been given of 

the cancellation. This should be done via the Arbor app.

Breakfast Club

We open our doors at

7.40am and charge £4.30 per

session. You can drop at any

time between 7.40 and

8.30am. Children can have a

healthy breakfast of cereal,

toast, bagel, fresh fruit and

squash, making them ready

for the school day ahead. Cut

off for booking sessions will

be 12 midday the day before.

After School Club

We close our doors at 5.30pm and charge

£4.60 if collected by 4.30pm or £8.20 if

collected by 5.30pm. You can collect any

time between 3.30pm and 5.30pm, by

ringing the bell at the side entrance to the

back playground or by calling our

wraparound mobile phone number

07507565364. Light healthy snacks are

also provided in after school club. Cut off

for booking sessions will be 12 midday for

after school club on the same day.

https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
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School Uniform

01562 227077

30 Worcester Street
Kidderminster

DY10 1EQ

Opening times are Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday 9.30 - 5pm

St Oswald’s CE Primary 
School – Crested School Wear

St Oswald's stocks pre-loved uniform in the

office foyer. All items are £2 and you can get a great

bargain. The money raised stays in our school and is

used for things like books and play equipment for

classes and communal areas. Payable using the Arbor

app, under clubs – pre-loved uniform

If your child has outgrown their uniform or

they are moving on, please donate their freshly washed

uniform to our Pre-Loved sales via the office. In

addition to the items pictured above we can also accept

PE kits, shoes pumps/trainers, forest school items,

coats and packaged underwear.

Our Commitment to Low-Cost Uniform –

Unbranded is fine with us! Take a look at 

our Uniform Policy on our website for 

more information.

Autumn, Winter and Spring Uniform Options 

• Grey trousers, skirt or pinafore dress 

• White plain polo shirt  - White shirt for KS2

• St Oswald’s navy-blue Crew Neck sweatshirt or navy 

blue sweat cardigan with embroidered logo (logo 

optional)

• Black shoes (flat heeled, not trainers or high tops) 

• Plain white, grey or black socks or plain grey or black 

tights 

• St Oswald’s school tie KS2 only

Summer Uniform Options Uniform as above, or: 

• White school polo shirt

• Summer dress (blue and white check) 

• Grey shorts can also be worn

• Summer caps for outdoor learning or play 

PE Kit

• White t-shirt 

• Navy skirt or shorts or skort 

• Plain Navy-blue hoodie (no branding) for outdoor 

games

• Plain Navy-blue joggers (no branding) 

• A named navy-blue pump bag for PE Kit 

• Black pumps for indoors and trainers for outdoors. 

School Accessories

• A labelled water bottle.

• Navy-blue school reading book bag (plain or with 

logo) 

• Elastic bands or scrunchies for longer than shoulder 

length hair. 

• Jewellery should not be worn except for stud earrings 

or a watch. 

Make up and Jewellery 

• Make up must not be worn to school at all by 

children, this includes nail varnish or false nails. 

• Jewellery must not be worn except for stud earrings 

or a watch. These must be removed for PE. 

• As a Health and Safety measure, hair longer than 

shoulder length should be tied back from the face at all 

times. No extreme hair styles or colours are 

permissible. 

• Please remove earrings for your child before they 

come to school on PE days if they are unable to do 

this for themselves

https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/
https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/
https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/
https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/


Community Information



Community Information
Kidderminster Town Hall
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