English Progression Map - Reading

Skill

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Decoding
Children should:

apply phonic knowledge to
decode words

read aloud phonically-decodable
texts

re-read books to build fluency
and confidence

read simple sentences and
understand the meaning
including what a pronoun is
(extra)

speedily read all 40+ letters
/groups for 40+ phonemes
including alternative sounds for
graphemes

read Year 1 common exception
words noting unusual
correspondences between
spelling and sound (identifying
where they appear)

read polysyllabic words
containing taught GPCs read
common suffixes (-s, —es, —ing, —
ed, —er and —est)

read contractions and
understand that the apostrophe
represents the omitted letter(s)
read accurately by blending
taught GPCs

develop some fluency and
expression, pausing at full stops

apply phonic decoding until
automatic and reading is fluent
read common suffixes (-ed, -ing,-
er, -est, -y, -er, -ment, -ful, -ness,
-less, -ly

re-read books to build up fluency
and confidence in word reading
note punctuation to read with
appropriate expression

read accurately by blending,
including alternative sounds for
graphemes

read Year 2 common exception
words, noting unusual
correspondences

read aloud books matched to
phonic knowledge by sounding
out unfamiliar words
automatically read polysyllabic
words containing above
graphemes

read most words quickly &
accurately without overt
sounding and blending

apply their growing knowledge
of root words, prefixes and
suffixes (morphology and
etymology), both to read aloud
and to understand the meaning
of new words they meet

read further exception words,
noting the unusual
correspondences between
spelling and sound, and where
these occur in the word

apply their growing knowledge of
root words, prefixes and
suffixes(morphology and
etymology), both to read aloud
and to understand the meaning of
new words they meet

read further exception words,
noting the unusual
correspondences between
spelling and sound, and where
these occur in the word

apply their growing knowledge of
root words, prefixes and suffixes
(morphology and etymology),
both to read aloud and to
understand the meaning of new
words that they meet

apply their growing knowledge of
root words, prefixes and suffixes
(morphology and etymology),
both to read aloud and to
understand the meaning of new
words that they meet

Range of reading
Children should

listen to and discuss a wide range
of poems, stories and non-fiction
at a level beyond that at which
they can read independently

listen to, discuss and express
views about a wide range of
contemporary and classic poetry,
stories and non-fiction at a level
beyond that at which they can
read independently

listen to and discuss a wide range
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference books or
textbooks read books that are
structured in different ways and
reading for a range of purposes

listen to and discuss a wide range
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference books or
textbooks read books that are
structured in different ways and
reading for a range of purposes

continue to read and discuss an
increasingly wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, non-fiction and
reference books or textbooks
read books that are structured in
different ways and read for a
range of purposes

make comparisons within and
across books

continue to read and discuss an
increasingly wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, non-fiction and
reference books or textbooks
read books that are structured in
different ways and read for a
range of purposes

make comparisons within and
across books

Familiarity with texts
Children should:

recognise and join in with
predictable phrases become very
familiar with key stories, fairy
stories and traditional tales,
retelling them and considering
their particular characteristics

become increasingly familiar
with and retell a wider range of
stories, fairy stories and
traditional tales

recognise simple recurring
literary language in stories and
poetry

increase their familiarity with a
wide range of books, including
fairy stories, myths and legends,
and retell some of these orally
identify themes and conventions
in a wide range of books

increase their familiarity with a
wide range of books, including
fairy stories, myths and legends,
and retell some of these orally
identify themes and conventions
in a wide range of books

increase their familiarity with a
wide range of books, including
myths, legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction, fiction
from our literary heritage, and
books from other cultures and
traditions

identify and discuss themes and
conventions in and across a wide
range of writing

increase their familiarity with a
wide range of books, including
myths, legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction, fiction
from our literary heritage, and
books from other cultures and
traditions

identify and discuss themes and
conventions in and across a wide
range of writing
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discuss words and phrases that
capture the reader’s interest and
imagination

discuss words and phrases that
capture the reader’s interest and
imagination

identify how language, structure
and presentation contribute to
meaning

identify how language, structure
and presentation contribute to
meaning

they read for themselves

presentations and debates
provide reasoned justifications
for their views
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