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A Fond farewell from the Headteacher, Mrs C Reece

Dear Parents and Carers

As we reach the end of another school year, this message feels a little different for me—because it’s my last as headteacher.

After many happy years at this wonderful school, it’s time for me to retire and begin a new chapter. I can honestly say that

being headteacher here has been the greatest privilege of my career. Each day has brought something special—whether it’s

the buzz of a classroom, the sound of laughter on the playground, or the quiet pride on a child’s face when they finally achieve

a goal.

To our incredible pupils: thank you for filling this school with your joy, your kindness and your energy. You have amazed me

every single day and I will always carry memories of you in my heart.

Thank you, parents and carers, your support has meant the world to me. Working in partnership with you has made this school

not just a place of learning, but a real community.

To the staff: you are the backbone of everything we do. Your dedication, creativity, and care have inspired me constantly. I

know the school is in safe hands, and I’ll be cheering you on from afar.

I leave with a full heart, grateful for every moment. Thank you for the memories, the smiles and the many messages and kind

gifts.

Wishing you all a restful and happy summer.

With warmest wishes,

Mrs C Reece

Christian Values Attendance and Attendance Awards
Our whole school attendance for the month of

JULY 2025
Thankfulness:

'Always be thankful.' 1 Thessalonians 5.16

Time to reflect
Have you ever thought about how many people we have to thank for some of the 
everyday things that we take for granted? For example, the milk we drink:
Thank you for parents and carers for buying the milk;
Thank you for the supermarket workers for shelf stacking and operating the tills;
Thank you for the lorry driver who brings the milk to the supermarket;
Thank you for the workers who package the milk and the tanker drivers who collect 
the milk from the farms and take it to the factory;
Thank you for the farmers for milking the cows.
Who would you like to say thank you for today?

Reception                                       86.1%
Year 1                                              89.6%
Year 2                                              89.2%
Year 3                                              93.7%
Year 4                                              94.2% 
Year 5                                              85.6%
Year 6                                              90.2%

Attendance winners this month goes to Year 4

Attendance winners for the whole year goes to Year 4

DEFINITION OF SPIRITUALITY​

Spirituality at St Oswald’s is about making
meaningful connections. This can evoke positive
emotions within us such as: thankfulness, feeling at
peace, feelings of awe and wonder, contentment and a
sense of belonging to something bigger than ourselves.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Date and Time Event

Friday 18th July 
3.15pm

School closes for the Summer 
Holidays

Thursday 4th September 
8.35am

School opens for the Autumn 
Term

St Oswald’s CE Primary School Term Dates 2025/26

Autumn Term 2025

Spring Term 2026

Summer Term 2025

School reopens 8.40am Monday 28th April 2025

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2025

School closes 3.15pm Friday 23rd May 2025

Half term Monday 26th to Friday 30th May 2025

School reopens 8.40am Monday 2nd June 2025

TED Day 4 Monday 30th June 2025

School closes 3.15pm Friday 18th July 2025

TED Day 5 Monday 21st July 2025

TED Day 1 Monday 1st September 2025

TED Day 2 Tuesday 2nd September 2025

DoWMAT TED Day Wednesday 3rd September 2025

School reopens 8.35am Thursday 4th September 2025

Half term Monday 27th to Friday 31st October 2025

School closes 3.15pm Friday 19th December 2025

TED Day 3 Monday 5th January 2026

School reopens 8.35am Tuesday 6th January 2026

Half term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2026

School reopens 8.35am Monday 23rd February 2026

School closes 3.15pm Friday 27th March 2026

Summer Term 2026 – TED Days 

TED Day 4 - Friday 19th June 2026 
TED Day 5 - Monday 20th July 2026

Safeguarding

Who to contact if you have a safeguarding 

concern during the summer holiday

The Family Front Door: 01905 822666

The Family Front Door (out of hours team): 01905 768020

NSPCC: 0800 800 5000

Police call 999 if a child is in immediate risk of danger

With the summer holiday upon us,

we wanted to remind you that there

is support and help should you need

advice regarding a safeguarding

incident.

http://www.stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk/
mailto:office@stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk


Inspire Embrace Succeed

Our Learning in Nursery

This month has been very busy in nursery. The children have enjoyed going on a 
trip to the park. They fed the ducks, played and enjoyed having an ice cream. 
We also had a very emotional graduation for our nursery leavers, and this week 
to end the summer term we are having a fun week. The children have taken all 
the above in their stride.

Looking ahead to the autumn term, we will be welcoming lots of new nursery 
children and starting our new topic 'I wonder who I am?'.

Our Learning in Reception Class

Our Learning in Year 1 Our Learning in Year 2

This month we have been learning all about growing. Children were surprised that a 
beanstalk had mysteriously grown in our classroom and speculated that it 
probably sprouted through magic beans! We decided to grow our own beanstalks and 
learnt what they needed to grow healthily. We were not sure what would happen if a 
bean doesn’t get all the things it needs, so have conducted a little investigation to find 
out.
Children have also been consolidating solving 'first, then, now' number problems, 
drawing on their fast recall of pairs of numbers that make a larger whole number. We 
have also managed to squeeze in a Rock Steady concert, Sports Day and a fantastic trip 
to Habberley trail– we have been so busy during our last summer in Reception class!

This month in Literacy, we completed our adventure narratives. We worked 
hard to include adjectives, precise verbs, and lots of feelings sentences. The 
children have also been working very hard on their handwriting.
In Maths, the class used the four operations to solve everyday word problems. 
Our final Geography topic, focussing on our local area, has come to an end. We 
used maps to explore the school grounds and the surrounding areas. The 
children particularly enjoyed using Google Maps!
Sports Day was a great success, and the children had lots of fun. Well done to all 
of them for taking part and being such good sports people.

This month we enjoyed our exciting trip to The Habberley Trail. I was so 
impressed with the way the children persevered with challenges and worked 
together as a team. We really had a fantastic time! In our writing lessons we 
have continued to be inspired by the book 'Grandad's Island' and we have 
planned our own amazing adventure stories! In maths we have learnt to tell the 
time and to recognise coins and notes. In history we have learnt all about why 
World War One began and the conditions in the trenches. We have looked at 
primary sources such as photographs, diaries and letters. In PE, we have 
enjoyed working with the cricket coach and the children did extremely well in 
their sports day!

We will continue developing our handwriting to improve presentation, ready 
for Year 3. The children will be recapping their 2, 5, and 10 times tables 
and have been using them to solve further word problems in Maths. During 
their final week of Year 2, the children will enjoy some fun activities as we wish 
them a lovely summer break.

I can hardly believe that we have come to the end of Year 1! The children have 
made such amazing progress in all their learning, and I am particularly proud of 
their achievements in phonics! I hope you all have a fantastic summer. Please 
do keep up the reading ready for Year 2!

We have had a fantastic year this year and I am so proud of all their successes. They 
are a great team and have inspired each other, supported each other and have been 
such a pleasure to teach. Miss Collins will be over the moon to teach them next year!
Keep reading and subitising with them over the summer so they can pick up from 
where they have left off and get off to a flying start – well done Reception class!

You 

Are 

Here!



Inspire Embrace Succeed

Our Learning in Year 3

This month we have been focusing on our new book 'The Secret of Black Rock' 
and have completed some research on some sea creatures we were interested 
in. In Maths, we have been looking at different types of angles, drawing 2D 
shapes and measuring and calculating perimeter. In Computing, we have been 
looking at different publishing software and the children have been using Canva 
to create their own magazine front covered based around a topic of interest.

It is hard to believe that the year is at an end and Y6 will be leaving for High 
School. The Y6 teaching team are proud of all their achievements and the 
people they have become. Good luck at High School! Keep shining!

Our Learning in Year 4

Our Learning in Year 5 Our Learning in Year 6

This month we have written our own poems based on 'The Highwayman' -
we've loved being able to include a fight stanza! We have also finished our Year 
5 maths curriculum with a unit learning about capacity and volume, including 
some very tricky word problems that have got our brains working! We've 
finished off units learning about the human life cycle in science and the 
savannah and desert biomes in geography. We also competed against our 
friends on sports day, enjoying cheering on our teams!
We also enjoyed making and eating jollof rice in DT!

This month, the children enjoyed their residential at The Pioneer Centre! They 
took part in lots of activities, including abseiling, zip lining, caving, rock climbing 
and archery. In between activities, they played lots of football too! Mrs Buckley, 
Mrs Calcutt and Mrs Wilding were very proud of the courage that every child 
showed in the activities and the way they cheered each other on!
As well as the residential, we have been busy rehearsing for our end of year 
play: Oliver With A Twist. We have also been making props and the programme.

This month, the Year 4's have worked extremely hard to organise a 'Wear Silly 
Clothes Day' in return for a donation to the food bank as part of their social 
action project. They have delivered a short assembly, wrote a letter that went 
out to parents and made posters to put around the school. They have done an 
amazing job and I am so proud of each and every one of them.
A big thank you to the rest of the school for embracing the day and for all of 
the generous donations. We have been blown away with the amount that has 
been donated. 

We have now reached the end of Year 5! It has been a busy year filled with lots of 
fantastic opportunities as well as learning. I am so proud of everything that the 
children have achieved this year and am sure they will be a great Year 6 next year!

All of the children have worked incredibly hard this year and have had some 
incredible experiences. They should all be very proud of everything they have 
achieved this year and I know that they will all continue to be stars in Year 4.

We have come to the end of Year 4 and I am so proud of everything that they 
have achieved. It has been an absolute pleasure to be their teacher this year! I 
am sure they will continue to be amazing in Year 5!



Year 6 Residential



Sports Day – Friday 4th July

KS2 Sports Day Results:

Baxter - 317

Brinton - 319

Hill - 300

Plant – 254

A huge congratulations to Brinton who are KS2 Sports 

Day Champions!

Well done to each child who participated and scored 

points for their team – every point really did make a 

difference!

Thank you to Ron, our athletics coach, and all the staff in 

school who helped Sports Day to run smoothly – luckily 

the rain stayed away this year!

Thank you too to the Year 6 children who helped at both 

the KS1 and KS2 events. A special thank you to Josh for 

designing the brand-new obstacle race for KS2!



Wear Silly Clothes Day – 15th July

Year 4 have worked hard on their social action project during 

the summer term. They chose to support hunger in our 

community and researched different charities that we could help. 

We voted and Kidderminster Food Bank were the charity that we 

chose to support. The children then worked hard to write a letter 

to Mrs. Reece explaining what they wanted to do, they wrote a 

letter to parents, delivered a short assembly to the school and 

created posters to remind everyone about the day.

Thank you so much to everyone who donated items, we were 

blow away with the support that everyone has shown.



Inspire Embrace Succeed

We had such an amazing time at the Rock Steady concert Wednesday! The children sang and played so 
confidently – they really shone! Thank you to Joel for mentoring them so well and to parents for their 
support. We are looking forward to more fantastic concerts next year! If you want your child to be part of the 
next rock band, follow the link to the Rock Steady home page here : Home - Rocksteady Music School

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/


Staff Changes for September

Hello!

I'm Mrs Brinton and I am very excited to be

joining St Oswald’s CE Primary School in

September. I have been teaching for over 10

years in lots of different year groups and am

looking forward to this new role in EYFS. Me and

my family love spending time outdoors, looking

out for hidden treasures and exploring new

places. And when I'm not looking after my two

young children I like to sit and read a good

book. I am really looking forward to meeting

you. Enjoy the rest of the summer term and see

you very soon.

Celebrating 25 Years of Dedication – Thank You, Miss Taylor

This term, we say a heartfelt thank you to Miss Taylor, who is marking an 

incredible 25 years of service at St. Oswald’s.

Miss Taylor joined us in 2000 as Deputy Headteacher, bringing with her a 

wealth of experience, dedication, and a passion for education that has 

helped shape our school into what it is today.

Miss Taylor has always worked with fairness, precision, and care at the 

heart of everything she does.

She is deeply respected by pupils, staff, and families alike—not just for her 

leadership, but for her kindness, her commitment and her unwavering 

support of others.

Miss Taylor, we thank you for your extraordinary contribution to St. Oswald’s 

over the past 25 years. You are truly one in a million and we wish you all the 

very best for the future.

A big thank you to Mr. Donnell who will be leaving us at the end of this term.

Mr. Donnell has worked incredibly hard this year to improve and care for our 

school site. Whether it’s been rain or shine, he’s been out there making sure our 

grounds are safe, tidy, and welcoming for everyone. From fixing things quietly 

behind the scenes to taking great pride in how the school looks and feels, his 

efforts haven’t gone unnoticed.

Thank you, Mr. Donnell for all your hard work, care, and dedication. We wish you 

every success and happiness in the future.

Farewell and Thank You, Mrs. Smedley

After over six years of dedicated service as SENDCO, we say a warm and 

heartfelt thank you to Mrs. Smedley.

Her work has helped so many children overcome barriers to learning, always 

with kindness, patience, and a passion for inclusion and she has given her 

all to the role. Her knowledge, empathy and advocacy for children have left a 

lasting legacy here.

We wish Mrs. Smedley a restful and joyful next chapter—she leaves with our 

deepest thanks and very best wishes.

Welcome Mrs. Denley who will be covering 

across school for teachers' PPA time.

My name is Mrs. Denley, I am married and I am 

a mum to identical twin boys, who are just 

coming to the end of their first year at school. I 

have worked in a variety of roles with children, 

young people and families, in both the education 

and charity sectors throughout my career.



Inspire Embrace Succeed



Inspire Embrace Succeed

Wraparound Care Provisions
Wraparound care provisions is a fun, nurturing environment with a range of enrichment activities tailored to the 

needs of the children. The children have the choice of free play which builds lovely new friendships. We offer 

toys, games, technology, relaxation, reading, role-play, outside play (weather permitting) and lots of seasonal 

arts and craft activities for your young person to enjoy.

Booking and Cancelling Wraparound for All Children - Nursery to Year 6

All wraparound session are booked via Arbor, our parent portal (unless your child is of nursery age): https://st-

oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index – you will find wraparound services under clubs and 

payment is due at the time of booking also through Arbor. If for any reason you need to cancel the session, you 

can do this on Arbor by cancelling before the days cut off time of 12 midday for After School Club the same day 

and Breakfast Club for the following day. This will give you a full refund.

Universal Credit and Nursery Funded Hours

We are more than happy to supply a letter of evidence of your child’s attendance at wraparound. Our schools 

URN number is 144456, should you need to provide this. We can also accept funded nursery hours as childcare 

providers, should you need a little extra time before or after nursery hours. Please contact us on 

office@stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk should you need assistance. For more information please take a look at the 

Government website to assist with funding childcare up to 11 years old: https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare

Late school pick up: If your child is still on school premises at 3.25pm, they will be taken across to after school 

club, where the usual After School Club charge will apply.

Late collection Fee: This is charged at £5.10 between 5.30pm and 5.45pm and an additional £5.10 for every 5 

minutes after that. If you have booked for a 4.30pm collection and arrive after this time, you will be charged the 

5.30pm cost (an additional £3.60).

Unattended booked sessions (eg due to illness) will still be charged unless 24 hours notice has been given of 

the cancellation. This should be done via the Arbor app.

Breakfast Club

We open our doors at

7.40am and charge £4.30 per

session. You can drop at any

time between 7.40 and

8.30am. Children can have a

healthy breakfast of cereal,

toast, bagel, fresh fruit and

squash, making them ready

for the school day ahead. Cut

off for booking sessions will

be 12 midday the day before.

After School Club

We close our doors at 5.30pm and charge

£4.60 if collected by 4.30pm or £8.20 if

collected by 5.30pm. You can collect any

time between 3.30pm and 5.30pm, by

ringing the bell at the side entrance to the

back playground or by calling our

wraparound mobile phone number

07507565364. Light healthy snacks are

also provided in after school club. Cut off

for booking sessions will be 12 midday for

after school club on the same day.

https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://st-oswalds-primary-school.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare


School Uniform Shop

01384 918220
27 Ryemarket Shopping Centre

Stourbridge
DY8 1HJ

Opening times are Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday 9.30 - 5pm

St Oswald’s CE Primary School –
Crested School Wear

St Oswalds stocks pre-oved uniform in the office foyer. All items are £2

and you can get a great bargain. The money raised stays in our school and is

used for things like books and play equipment for classes and communal

areas. Payable using the Arbor app, under clubs – pre-loved uniform

If your child has outgrown their uniform or they are moving on, please

donate their freshly washed uniform to our Pre-Loved sales via the office.

Asides from the items pictured above we can also accept PE kits, shoes

pumps/trainers, forest school items, coats and packaged underwear.

https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/
https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/
https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/
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HAF Summer Bookings Now Open 

The HAF Summer Programme will run from 22nd 

July to 29th August, offering an exciting range of free 

activities for eligible children and young people 

across Worcestershire. Whether your child enjoys 

sports camps, performing arts, theatre workshops, 

day trips, youth groups, team challenges, or circus 

skills, there are lots of activities running throughout 

Worcestershire this summer. 

Use the link below to see the HAF Summer What’s 

On Guide for a full list of activities. Please note, 

activity listings may be updated – for the latest 

information, check the HAF website or follow HAF on 

Facebook for regular updates. 

You must be registered to access the booking site,  

verification checks can take up to 4 working days, so 

it is recommended to register as soon as possible. 

Once your account has been verified, you will 

receive login details via email and can then view the 

activities available and book up to 16 activity 

sessions per child.

HAF Summer 25 - WOG.pdf - Google Drive

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tN9WiyFFNaxiSLJ6_RgjTtHzZBUfUeLk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tN9WiyFFNaxiSLJ6_RgjTtHzZBUfUeLk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tN9WiyFFNaxiSLJ6_RgjTtHzZBUfUeLk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tN9WiyFFNaxiSLJ6_RgjTtHzZBUfUeLk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tN9WiyFFNaxiSLJ6_RgjTtHzZBUfUeLk/view
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