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Message from the Headteacher, Mrs C Reece
Inspire Embrace Succeed

Dear Parents and Carers

It was lovely to welcome the children back after the Easter break. The children achieved so much last term which culminated in a thoughtful and respectful
Easter service delivered by our Year 4 children. Thank you to all parents who attended and who also supported our KS1 Easter Bonnet Parade event and KS2
Egg Decorating competition. The array of colourful and imaginative bonnets on display was truly impressive, and it was wonderful to see the joy and pride on
the faces of our children as they paraded their creations.

Another highlight of the term was the recent visit to London by some of our KS2 pupils. They had the extraordinary opportunity to tour the Houses of
Parliament, gaining invaluable insights into the workings of our democracy. This experience undoubtedly enriched their understanding of civics and
governance, bringing their classroom learning to life in a tangible way. Following the parliamentary tour, our pupils were treated to a performance of the
acclaimed musical "Wicked" in London's West End. This captivating show not only provided entertainment but also offered a unique perspective on themes
of friendship, acceptance, and the complexity of good and evil. I am certain that this theatrical experience will leave a lasting impression on our pupils,
perhaps even inspiring some future thespians among them.

As we look ahead, I must draw your attention to the importance of the coming months. The summer term brings with it a series of statutory tests for several
year groups. Our Year 6 pupils will be sitting their SATs in May, while June will see our Year 1 pupils undertaking their phonics screening checks and Year 4
pupils participating in the Multiplication Times Tables Check. These assessments represent a crucial juncture in your child's educational journey. The
preceding weeks are vital for final preparations, and the test periods themselves are of utmost importance. Given the statutory nature of these assessments,
I kindly request that parents refrain from booking holidays during these months. Your support in ensuring your child's daily attendance during this period is
invaluable and greatly appreciated.

Mrs C. Reece

Christian Values 
Attendance and Attendance Awards

Our whole school attendance for the month of
April 2025

95.2%

Our Christian value this half term is
‘Courage’

‘Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord 

your God is with you wherever you go.' Joshua 1 v 9

Some quotes for you to reflect upon:
'Courage doesn't always roar. Sometimes courage is the little voice at the end of 
the day that says I'll try again tomorrow.' (Mary Anne Radmacher)
'A person cannot discover new oceans unless he has the courage to lose sight of 
the shore' (Andre Gide)
'Courage is not the absence of fear. It is acting in spite of it.' (Mark Twain)

Reception                                       93.5%
Year 1                                              95.1%
Year 2                                              92.4%
Year 3                                              95.4%
Year 4                                              98.3% 
Year 5                                              95.2%
Year 6                                              94.9%

Attendance winners: Well done to Year  4

DEFINITION OF SPIRITUALITY​

Spirituality at St Oswald’s is about making
meaningful connections. This can evoke positive
emotions within us such as: thankfulness, feeling at
peace, feelings of awe and wonder, contentment and a
sense of belonging to something bigger than ourselves.
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UPCOMING EVENTS St Oswald’s CE Primary School Term Dates 2024/25
Autumn Term 2024

TED Day Monday 2nd September 2024

School reopens 8.40am Tuesday 3rd September 2024

School Closes 3.15pm Thursday 24th October 2024

TED Day Friday 25th October 2024

Half Term Monday 28th October 2024 to Friday 1st November

School reopens 8.40am Monday 4th November 2024

School Closes for 

Christmas

3.15pm Friday 20th December 2024

Spring Term 2025

TED Day Monday 6th January 2025

School reopens 8.40am on Tuesday 7th January 2025

School Closes 3.15pm Friday 14th February 2025

Half term Monday 17th February 2025 to Friday 21st February

School reopens 8.40am Monday 24th February 2025

School Closes for Easter 3.15pm Friday 11th April 2025

Summer Term 2025

School reopens 8.40am Monday 28th April 2025

Early May Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2025

School closes 3.15pm Friday 23rd May 2025

Half term Monday 26th May 2024 to Friday 30th May 2025

School reopens 8.40am Monday 2nd June 2025

TED Day Monday 30th June 2025

School closes 3.15pm Friday 18th July 2025

TED Day Monday 21st July 2025

Thank you to everyone who made a purchased 

through My Child’s Art….

We’d like to show our appreciation towards The 

Extras for organising and the pupils for 

completing such wonderful artwork. Remember, 

100% of the funds raised, are spent at school.

My Child’s Art Portrait Fundraiser

Date and Time Event

Monday 6th May Early May Bank Holiday – School 
Closed 

Friday 9th May 12:15-1:10pm VE Day – Family Picnic. 
Wear red, white and blue

Monday 12th -
Thursday 15th May

KS2 SATs Week

Thursday 15th May Summer Census

Tuesday 20th May Y4 Carpet Museum Trip

Wednesday 21st May Y3 Kinver Rock Houses Trip

Friday 23rd May New Parents Induction

Monday 26th –
Friday 30th May

Half Term – School Closed

Monday 2nd –
Friday 13th June

Y4 Multiplication times table 
checks 

Monday 9th –
Friday 13th June

Y1 Phonics Screening check

Wednesday 11th June 2.30pm Dads and Heroes Day EYFS

Friday 13th June 2pm Midsummer Musical concert

Monday 16th – Friday 20th June Y4 and Y6 Bikeability

Wednesday 18th June PM Nursery Sports Day

Wednesday 25th –
Friday 27th June

Y6 Residential

Wednesday 4th July KS2 Sports Day AM
KS1 Sports Day PM

http://www.stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk/
mailto:office@stoswalds.worcs.sch.uk


Inspire Embrace Succeed

Our Learning in Nursery

This month we have continued to learn about animals. We focused on animals 
that live in frozen climates and animals that live in jungles and rain forests.  One 
of our rhymes of the week was 'down in the jungle'. The children really enjoyed 
picking a different jungle animal to sing about daily. 
Before the Easter break we focused on the Easter story and why important in 
special to Christians. The children made Easter cards, made their own patterned 
Easter eggs and enjoyed an Easter egg hunt at Forest school listening to clues to 
find the hidden eggs. 

Next month, our topic is 'I wonder where I have been'. We are focusing on the 
different places the children have visited or may visit. We have also planned 
activities for VE day, world Bee day and World Turtle day. 

Our Learning in Reception Class

Our Learning in Year 1 Our Learning in Year 2

This month we found out what was in our egg!  Children were surprised to find 
a dragon had hatched – we discovered that she is actually a type of reptile and 
so has scales and lays eggs.  Children have chosen the name Hilda for her.   We 
have also completed our kindness acts for lent.  Children have approached this 
task in earnest and have even been complimented for their kindness by other 
teachers and our cleaner.  Everybody in the class wrote a card to show their 
appreciation of her hard work.  She was very grateful.  We have also learnt 
about how some numbers can be shown as a double and how odd numbers 
cannot be shown in this way.  

This month we have continued learning about the United Kingdom.  We 
explored the capital cities of the U.K and used Google Earth to look at key 
human and physical features.  In maths, we finished our shape topic.  We learnt 
about 2D and 3D shapes, all the children explored the school and classroom to 
find real life examples of these shapes, which they found fun!  In literacy, we 
finished off our non-fiction writing.  Children created their own information text 
on their favourite animals.  They all became experts and added some interesting 
key facts about their chosen animal.

This month we have continued to learn all about plants, and we have explored 
the signs of spring and observed how the change of season has altered the 
world around us.  We are studying one tree in particular, (see below) to monitor 
how it changes through the seasons.  We have finished our study of the first 
moon landing and we have written some amazing stories about an alien landing 
on Earth! In our maths lessons we have focussed on solving word problems.  We 
have enjoyed preparing for Easter and using split pins to make moveable Easter 
cards.

Next month, we will be learning about money in maths.  We will be focussing 
on real life scenarios to help the children understand how it is used every day.  
In literacy, we will be writing a persuasive letter.  The children will be learning 
different features and how to include them, along with some drama!  In 
Geography we will be exploring the Arctic and Antarctica.  Learning about the 
similarities and the differences, as well as learning about the explorers who 
have been to these places.

Next month, we will be learning all about London.  We will name and locate the 
4 countries that make up the UK and learn that London is the capital city.  We 
will start to look at its physical and human features. Our lead text in English will 
be 'The Queen's Hat' by Steve Anthony.  In science, we will begin to identify 
common materials and their properties. 

Next month, we will be using memories to talk about the  past during our new 
topic of ‘I wonder what happened once upon a time?’.  We will find out that 
things happened before they were born and some things were quite different!  
We will investigate 3d shapes and we will build on our understanding of the 
step pattern to secure a fluent recall of one more than, or one less than 
numbers in the number system. 
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Our Learning in Year 3

In English this month, we have been finishing writing our stories about the not-
so-big, not-so-bad wolf from the story of the Three Little Pigs. We have 
transported the same wolf to the story of Little Red Riding Hood to write a 
humorous, twisted version of that story, where Red is the third pig in disguise 
attempting to take revenge on Wolfy. Maths has taken us on to money, where 
we have been adding amounts and finding change. In History, we have finished 
Iron Age (for now…) with an explanation about hill forts and why they were 
important to the Celts of Ancient Britain.

Next month, we will be preparing for our SATs assessments (week commencing 
12th May) by revising our maths, reading and grammar learning. We will start 
our new text in Guided Reading called 'The Eye of the Wolf' and use this as a 
stimulus for our writing. We will also begin our history topic all about the 
ancient civilisation of Benin. Once the SATs tests are over, Mrs Buckley will 
announce our end of year play, and we will begin rehearsing!

Our Learning in Year 4

Our Learning in Year 5 Our Learning in Year 6

During English this month, we have written the Easter story, focussing carefully 
on the Year 5 skills we can include. We have then edited and published our 
writing, which is the process that professional authors follow! We have also 
finished our Guided Reading text, The Boy at the Back of the Class – the 
narrator's name was finally revealed in the last chapter! In maths we have been 
learning how to translate and reflect shapes.
This half term we have had Forest School on a Thursday afternoon, where we 
have been working together as a team as well as enjoying lots of edible treats –
thank you Mrs Noble!
This month half of us visited the Houses of Parliament and watched Wicked in 
London, whilst the rest of us had a virtual tour at school – see later in the 
newsletter for more photos and our report!

This month, we have been using Titanic as a stimulus for our writing. We have 
written narratives based on the sinking of the Titanic, as well as formal letters 
of complaint. In maths, we have completed the curriculum by learning about 
position and movement, including translating and reflecting shapes. In science, 
we have completed our topic on light by carrying out investigations into 
refraction. In RE, we consolidated our learning about 'What does the 
resurrection mean to Christians?' by painting pebbles with symbols of the 
Easter story. In Guided Reading, we completed our text 'Dead Man's Cove' and 
wrote book reviews with our thoughts on the story.

This month we have been learning about fractions in maths and using the 
numicon to help us practically. In English we have been focusing on improving 
our work and really thinking about the vocabulary we use. We have been 
finishing looking at our geography unit on earthquakes and volcanoes and 
completed our Egyptian clay pots which the children LOVED!
I was so proud of Year 4 for their Easter service, thank you  for all the adults 
that came to see them.

Next month, we will be continuing our science unit about living things and their 
life cycles as well as our history topic on the Early Islamic Civilisation. In English 
we will be writing a speech as an astronaut who has been stranded on Mars and 
in Guided Reading we will be starting our new book, Journey to the River Sea.

Though we are leaving History behind, we are organising a trip to see the 
remains of the Iron Age hill fort at Kinver Edge, so we will continue our look at 
Ancient Britain before Romans make an appearance after the summer half 
term. Geography will replace History, with a look at climate change. English will 
run in conjunction with this moving on to look at the book The Street Beneath 
My Feet, a non-fiction text about what our planet is made of. Ukulele will 
continue every Thursday, with Forest School starting after half term. PE will be 
every Friday after the Easter break.

Next month, we will be learning about our local history, focussing on the carpet 
industry. We will be continuing with our fractions, moving on to look at 
equivalent fractions. We will be having the athletics coach on a Wednesday, and 
our other PE slot will be a Thursday. 
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What we did in LONDON!
By Scarlett and Blake (Year 5)

We woke up at 6:00a.m and went into the hall, and got everything ready then we got on the coach at 6:45 and it took 4 hours. Finally we arrived in London at half ten. 

We saw Big Ben and the London Eye - it was amazing! Then we arrived at the House of Parliament and we went through metal detectors and put our bags on grey 

trays (it’s kind of like an airport).

Then we did our tour at the House of Lords. There were speakers in the backs of the benches and some of them were covered with fabric and leather. Then in the 

same room we saw the kings/queens such as Queen Victoria and Henry the VIII and Queen Elizabeth’s throne and the prince/princess chair. There were microphones 

in the air so they can do a speech or listen to what they are saying if they can’t hear that well. Then we went to a hall where there was a man holding a golden mace. 

The Speaker of the Commons processed through the room because the House of Commons was about to start working for the day. When we went through the 

corridor to say ban chocolate and it was called the no consent and the consent aisle. There were bills and laws on tables, the bills are like ping pong passing from the 

House Of Lords to the House of Commons (no description because there was a speech happening). Then we went into a workshop to see our MP (Mark Garnier). We 

did Pictionary (it’s where you have 4 sections a piece of card and one person draws and the others guess what they are drawing). We then played a bag game where 

you can feel, smell and try to guess what is inside and some of us took it in turns to open the bag to see what is inside. There were things in the bags that reminded us 

how a law is made. We were able to ask Mark Garnier some questions.

It felt amazing to look at everything, outside there are statues e.g. Winston Churchill and Big Ben and interesting artefacts to look at and examine it but we didn’t have 

enough time to examine it all.

We went to eat our lunch on the grass next to the doors of Houses of Parliament. We had a little walk to the theatre, to watch Wicked.

What happened in the theatre!
By Ellie-Mae and Laila (Year 5)

We sat in our seats, and we waited for the show to start, eager to see it begin. The lights illuminated the stage and the dragon lit up and began to shake with the 

rhythm of the dramatic music. The crowd were all silent and the music died down and the characters started to sing “The wicked witch of the west is dead!” Then 

Glinda floated down from the sky in her bubble singing and the villagers glared up at Glinda waiting to ask their questions. When Glinda was close to the floor they 

started to ask, “Is it true? Are the rumours real?”

Glinda smiled at them and replied, “Yes the wicked witch of the west is dead!”

We felt amazed by the singing, dancing and the swaying. It was the best night of our life! We enjoyed the song defying gravity and we liked their adventurous flipping. 

We also liked how it looked like it was actually raining but it was the lights shining on the stage.

We were excited to see the second half because we already watched the first half of the stage show and the first half of the film. We had waited twenty minutes for the 

interval to finish so the silence would end. The lights started to dim and the curtains opened starting to reveal Elphaba at Nessa-Rose’s house in the wardrobe waiting 

for Nessa-Rose to enter the bedroom to tell her something. It was very emotional and some of us even cried! We were amazed that all the music was performed by 

people sitting under the stage. We were also impressed by all the props and scenery moving itself on and off the stage!

At the end of the show, we all felt surprised by the end because of what happened to Elphaba and Glinda. Then we sat there until everyone collected their bags and 

coats then we went back onto the coach to travel back home.
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Congratulations to the winners of
our Egg Decorating Competition…..

Toby Y4

Abigail Y5

Toby Y3
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School Uniform Shop

01384 918220
27 Ryemarket Shopping Centre

Stourbridge
DY8 1HJ

Opening times are Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday 9.30 - 5pm

St Oswald’s CE Primary School –
Crested School Wear

https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/
https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/s-u/st_oswalds_ce_primary_school/
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